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17 February 1972

VIFIORANDUM FOR: The Prealdent

Tn my memorandm of 23 April 1973, I informed you that
1 had taken certain actions with respect to providing guidance
4n the field of protection of classified intelligence infor-
mation, including that bearing on intelligence sources and
methods, mwmmmmw 21 December 1970, I
noted that T had issued detailed guldelines on this subject
through the United States Intelligence Dokrd, and that these
had been concurred in by all the addressess of your Decanber 21st
menoranthr .

Each mambey of themsmmmmmdﬁommmm-
plementing actions, These sctions ineclude strengthening exist~
ing controls on classified material, reviewlng indoctrination

s Tedueing the muzbar of c¢learances, and similar con=-
structive meagures. Specisl attention has besn given to estab-
14ghing procedures whercby the appropriate intelligence chief 18
consulted whanever it is proposed to issus public statements
whieh may revesl sensitive intelligence information. In these
cases, the intelligence chief is expected Lo assess the risks
involved and to devise methods to protect the source of such
infor=ation.

1 believe these strengthened controls and indoctrinntion
procedures will rednce the risk of unaunthorized disclosure and
I will, of course, contime to monitor closely these actions by

the eommumity on your behalf. 1 am very concernsd, however, about

our sbility to control the daliberate leaks of highly sonsitive
information that contimnue to occur. One of the most recent, and
in ry opinion one of the most serious, is 1ast week's artlcle in
THE WASHINGTON POST by Michael getler which describes mmch of

the espability end operational datalls of the real-time satellite
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program you approved for development last summer. As you will
recall from your conversations with Dr. Land and others, this
system goes to the frontlers of available technology in order to
provide drematic improvements to our reconnaissance capability.
Consequently, T am relatively certain that a reporter could not
cone up with so sophisticated an article simply by putting to-
gether bits and pleces of information scowmulated from variocus ine
advertent disclosures. I believe tre complets substance had to be
provided him by someons with a good understending of the whole
system. And may I add that thers are only a handful of people in
govermeent and indusiry who do have this understanding. I% may
never be entirely poszidle to prevent deliberate leaks of this
nature, particularly when a clsared individval is deterwdned to
pass classified information in support of his own or institutional
interests. But certain I ax that contimual public hoasting sbout
our satellite reconnaissance capablility will not only invite but
guarantee Soviet countermeasures which may well put in jeopardy
our capacity to verify any SALT treaties or agreements. A reference
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(Sigvef) Rihard Holos

Richard Helme
Director
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